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LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 17, 2016 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   STAFF PRESENT: 
David Connors        Steven C. Brown, Manager 
Michael Pickel       1 audience member      
Richard Scott Harper          
Raymond Schoen         
        
          

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Scott Harper opened the meeting at 7 p.m.  

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

He asked for public comment and there was none. 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Connors stated the purpose of the meeting was to discuss contract policing 

with New Garden Township Chief of Police Jerry Simpson. Chief Simpson and Tony 

Schievert, New Garden Township Manager, were present. Mr. Connors said he met with 

the Chief and Mr. Schievert about a week ago. They discussed that approximately 40 

hours per week of service would be provided.  

Chief Simpson said New Garden and West Grove Borough are coming to terms 

on creating a regional police department, he is confident it will happen. He is hoping for a 

July 2016 merger. He wants to focus on what kind of service does London Grove 

Township want. He noted it would take approximately six months to implement the 

service. If the deal with West Grove falls through, he believes that New Garden would 

still be interested in contracting with London Grove to provide service. The Chief said 

they would strive to provide the same level of service to London Grove as they provide to 

New Garden. 

Chief Simpson asked when does the Board want the 40 hours per week? They 

could help London Grove decide the hours. Mr. Scott Harper said the Board does not 

know at this point, perhaps Mr. Connors or Mr. Pickel could provide guidance. Mr. 

Pickel said he would leave it up to New Garden to decide. Mr. Connors said some of the 

Township’s needs are parking issues, car break-ins and code enforcement. Chief Simpson 

said, as an example, they enforce the alarm ordinance in New Garden. They would work 

with the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) and our residents to develop a focus; also, they 

would start with a “light touch”. He noted that they would have to work with the Avon 

Grove School District. Mr. Connors asked about a serious situation such as a murder, 

how would it be handled? Chief Simpson said that would pose a problem as the 

Township’s budget would be quickly exhausted. He has discussed this with both the PSP 

and the Chester County Detectives Officer; one or both of which would step in. 

 

Chief Simpson said they would do and/or suggest the following: 

 They would develop an hourly rate involving wage and benefits 

 They would require a “start-up” cost 

 London Grove would need to provide liability insurance for police 

 London Grove would need to provide a means to fuel the patrol car(s) 
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 London Grove investigate the lease of a patrol car 

 They would handle Part 2 crimes such as a house or car break-in 

 Reports, notifications, public communications, meetings, etc. would also be 

provided by New Garden 

 Additional services would be provided as requested 

 

Mr. Scott Harper asked what organization would London Grove be dealing with? 

Chief Simpson said he is 95% certain that the New Garden and West Grove departments 

will merge; if that is the case then the answer is the regional commission. Mr. Connors 

asked if the Township would have the ability to direct the police presence? The Chief 

said yes, but you must plan ahead. Mr. Brown asked how they would help identify the 40 

hours per week of service? Chief Simpson said a public survey could be used, they would 

discuss it with the PSP, a public meeting could be held, etc. He said that they would learn 

and adjust services as necessary. 

 

The Board thanked Chief Simpson. 

 

In other business, Mr. Pickel stated that he and Mr. Brown had received an email 

from a resident in London Croft regarding the Township providing mosquito treatment 

services in their neighborhood. The Board stated that they did not want to provide that 

service as the Chester County Health Department did so. 

The Board asked Mr. Brown to determine the maximum emergency services tax 

rate that the Township may levy. They also directed him to schedule a work shop with 

the Board and Ms. Jacqui Guenther, Finance Director, to examine the impact of the 

contracted police service on the Township’s budget.  

  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Steven Brown   
       Township Manager 


