
London Grove Township Open Space Committee 

Meeting Notes: April 13, 2016 

 

Attending:   Members – Anne Hannum, Jock Hannum, Paddy Neilson, Lew Wilkinson 

 Guest – John Theilacker, Brandywine Conservancy 

  Staff – David Sweet 

 

1. Riparian buffers.  John Theilacker and the committee discussed various public 

and private measures to achieve creation, protection, and enhancement of forested 

riparian buffers.  The Township’s proposed amendments to existing riparian buffer 

ordinance language were reviewed, with the changes noted.  The draft amendments are 

to be scheduled for a public hearing shortly.  Concerns were raised about the impacts on 

agricultural properties, although the buffer width on such a property would be 35 feet 

from the stream as opposed to 100 feet for non-agricultural land.  There also was a 

feeling that the ordinance did not sufficiently focus on runoff from chemically-treated 

residential lawns, and/or that stormwater BMPs in some residential developments were 

not performing well. 

 

John reported on the Conservancy’s review of conservation easements currently held on 

properties in London Grove, and it was agreed that efforts to enhance riparian buffer 

protection by strengthening the terms of those easements would yield relatively minor 

benefits.  The principal targets should be land not currently under easement, especially 

riparian areas that are now forested and that could be maintained as such through terms 

of an easement.   

 

Questions remaining about such an easement program included:  

 a. how to establish the value of such a restriction, if an easement program 

(whether purchase or donation) is to be explored;  

 b. how maintenance of riparian vegetation is conducted and enforced;  

 c. what entity would hold these easements (The Land Conservancy for 

Southern Chester County now holds at least one such easement and has expressed a 

readiness to do so here);  

 d. whether the Township’s Open Space Fund can be drawn upon to finance 

these purchases (that would appear to be the case); and  

 e. how to address riparian areas that currently are not forested (i.e., lands that 

would not be subject to the reforestation terms of the proposed ordinance).  This might 

be aided by various existing tree-planting programs, including CREP and a planting 

program overseen by the Conservancy 

 

Further investigation will be made into these issues. 

 

 



2. Misc. old/new business 

 a. Status of Open Space Fund.  The April 11 balance was $1,531,247.  This 

compares to the Feb. 11 amount of $1,475,122 and the Jan. 7 balance of $1,378,606. 

 b. It was agreed that Geoff Shellington, Director of the Chester County 

Agricultural Lands Preservation Board, should be invited to attend the May 12 meeting. 

 c. The deadline for this year’s applications to the ALPB for purchase of 

agricultural conservation easements is Aug. 1. 

 

3. Boddorff easement.  Natural Lands Trust is preparing the conservation easement 

and related documents for this property; these will be given to the solicitor for review.  

Erin McCormick secured $8,000 from the White Clay Creek Management Committee 

toward the transaction costs, which should reduce that amount to $16,600.  Motion 

(JH/LW): to recommend that the Board of Supervisors hold the required public hearing  

for use of the Open Space Fund to cover the transaction costs for this donated easement.  

Passed unanimously. 

 

4. Larmore easement.  The appraisal secured by the Township set the value of the 

easement at $210,000, or $14,000 per acre.  The transaction costs (reduced by $10,000  

from the White Clay Creek Management Committee) are estimated at $15,750.  Erin has 

made a slight adjustment to the proposed conservation area for this property, which did 

not materially reduce the area subject to the easement terms.  Motion (AH/LW): to 

recommend that the Board of Supervisors hold the required public hearing  for use of the 

Open Space Fund to cover the purchase (at the appraised value) and the transaction costs 

for this  easement.  Passed unanimously. 

 

5. Updates on landowner contacts 

 a. Brosius.  The Brandywine Conservancy has submitted a proposal to the 

Township for covering the transaction costs for this donated easement.  

 c. Henshaw.  The Agricultural Lands Preservation Board will meet this month 

and could authorize an offer for purchase of an agricultural conservation easement. 

 g. Sheppard.  Paddy will follow up with the landowner and suggest a meeting 

with Natural Lands Trust.  

 

Next meeting: Thurs., May 12 

 

 

 


