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LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING MINUTES 
October 5, 2016 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   STAFF PRESENT: 
Richard Scott Harper       Steven Brown, Township Manager  
David Connors       Shane Kinsey, Public Works Director 
Robert Weer        Jacqui Guenther, Finance Director      
Michael Pickel       Dawn Maciejczyk, Administrative Assistant 
         Tom Bolko, Inniscrone Golf Club 
         16 audience members 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Mr. Scott Harper led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.   
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 Mr. Scott Harper called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
He announced that the Board of Supervisors did have an executive session prior to 
this meeting to discuss legal items with the Township Solicitor. Mr. Scott Harper 
announced that the Board of Supervisors is considering structuring the meeting 
differently to ensure that business is being completed and residents still have ample 
time to participate.  
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 Mr. Scott Harper asked for public comment. Mr. Stephen Annan asked that the 
Board of Supervisors vote this evening on taking the “no parking” signs down in the 
Heather Grove development. Mr. Scott Harper stated that a vote would not be taking 
place tonight. A vote will take place after the Board meets with the Avon Grove School 
Board and holds a “town hall” meeting devoted to the parking issue. 
 Mr. Annan stated that the State Road sidewalk project will encourage more 
parking on Heather Grove streets now that the Township is giving students a safe 
way to walk up and down State Road. Mr. Scott Harper said he does not believe that 
is the case. The reason for the State Road sidewalks is for safety and to tie the 
neighborhoods to the street and Goddard Park. 
 Mr. Annan asked if the debt paid by Heathland pays all the debt for the golf 
course? Mr. Scott Harper said no, Heathland makes rent payments to pay the debt. 
Mr. Annan asked where will the money come from when all the borrowed money has 
been spent? Mr. Connors said tax payer money.  
 Mr. Annan asked is the door, window and lights at the clubhouse where fixed 
with money from Heathland or the Township? Mr. Scott Harper said it is the 
Township as we own the Golf Course. 
 Mr. Annan asked why the Board of Supervisors has not had a “town hall” 
meeting with the elected representatives to discuss the pollutants in the streams? Mr. 
Scott Harper explained the plan that the Township has been working on. Two water 
monitors were placed to monitor the stream, up and down stream of a specific 
property. The Township needed a base reading before, during and after a storm. 
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Representatives from the Township have met with the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) and the DEP would like specific testing to be completed. The 
Township has now completed those tests and are waiting for the results to come back. 
After the Township receives those results they will have another meeting with the 
DEP.  
 Mr. Annan said that the Township website is stagnant and needs to be updated 
more frequently. He cannot find the information on the website and the design makes 
no sense.  
 Mr. Robert Gillespie stated that the IEA held their dog walk on October 1, 2016 
in Goddard Park. They had approximately 45 people and hope to do it again next 
year. He thanked the Board for allowing it. Mr. Gillespie also asked Mr. Kinsey if there 
was any problem with dog waste or trash after the event? Mr. Kinsey said no, none at 
all. 
 Mr. Chuck Freese announced that the second Community Watch meeting will 
be taking place on October 6, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at the Township Building. Trooper 
DiJoseph will be there to answer questions and provided information about the 
program.                          
  

III. CORRECTION/APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 The meeting minutes of August 3, 2016 were reviewed and amended as 
follows: 
 On page one, paragraph 4, it should read, “Mr. Kinsey responded that the 
Township is, but that the incident with the large New Holland tractor was not London 
Grove Township and he believes it was Penn Township.” 
 

A motion was made by Mr. Connors to approve the meeting minutes of August 
3, 2016 with the above amendment, seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved by a vote 
of 4-0. 

 
The meeting minutes of September 7, 2016 were reviewed.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Pickel to approve the meeting minutes of 

September 7, 2016, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
The meeting minutes of September 14, 2016 were reviewed and amended as 

follows: 
On page three, W. Woodview Road bridge replacement should read “Mr. Weer 

made a motion to approve the W. Woodview Road bridge replacement detour, Mr. 
Pickel seconded the motion. The motion was approved 3-1. Mr. Connors voted nay.” 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Connors to approve the meeting minutes of 

September 14, 2016 with the above amendment, seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved 
by a vote of 4-0. 

 
The meeting minutes of September 21, 2016 were reviewed. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Pickel to approve the meeting minutes of 
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September 21, 2016, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
  
IV.  REPORTS FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016 
 Inniscrone Golf Course 

Mr. Tom Bolko, General Manager, reported the golf course revenues for 
September. He stated that the Golf Course broke even in September and so far, it has 
been a good start to October. Year to date profit is $35,000. Mr. Bolko stated that as 
of right now they have twelve non-golf events scheduled between now and the end 
of the year.  
 
 Codes Department  

Mr. Brown presented the Codes Department report as prepared by Mr. Kirk 
and Mrs. Zunino. Mr. Connors asked Mr. Brown if the Southeastern Chester County 
Refuse Authority (SECCRA) has filed a permit with the Township for their recycling 
facility as of yet? Mr. Brown said they have not filed a permit with the Township yet. 
Mr. Scott Harper asked if SECCRA had filed a grading plan and permit with the 
Township yet for the Speakman property? Mr. Brown said they have not filed a 
grading plan and permit as of yet. Mr. Connors asked that Mr. Brown contact 
SECCRA to clarify. 

Mr. Hernandez requested that the Board of Supervisors change the definition 
of a deck to allow a roof to be placed on it. Mr. Scott Harper asked Mr. Brown to check 
on whether a deck is an impervious or a pervious structure. He also suggested that 
the Township would have to impose an annual inspection or something of the sort to 
ensure that the structure is not enclosed. Mr. Connors and Mr. Scott Harper did tell 
Mr. Hernandez that it would take several months to change if the Board was in favor 
of it. Mr. Scott Harper suggested that Mr. Hernandez seek a variance from the Zoning 
Hearing Board if he does not want to wait.    
 
 Public Works Department 

Mr. Kinsey presented the Public Works Department report. He has a tentative 
ground breaking date for the new Public Works facility of Friday, October 14, 2016. 
Mr. Kinsey stated that the Board needs to pick a color scheme for the new building. 
The Board of Supervisors said they would like beige and tans, but would like to look 
at it. Mr. Scott Harper agreed to meet with Mr. Kinsey following the meeting to look 
at colors. 

Mr. Connors asked Mr. Kinsey about the status of the McCue Road bridge 
following up from Mr. Spencer’s comments last month. Mr. Kinsey stated that the 
engineer has inspected the bridge and put their seal on it.  

Mr. Pickel stated that near the lower parking area at Goddard Park, on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings, little kids are using the area for soccer practice. He also asked 
Mr. Kinsey to elaborate on the accident that took place in front of the Public Works 
garage on Route 41. Mr. Kinsey said that a tractor trailer lost its trailer. The trailer then 
clipped the telephone pole and proceeded to skid across the parking lot of the garage 
and hit the jersey barrier, where it stopped. There were no injuries and the insurance 
company has already paid for the Township’s jersey barrier. 

Mr. Kinsey announced that at the end of September, Mr. Wayne Barker and 
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Mr. Dwight Myers had retired from the Public Works Department. The Public Works 
Department has hired a Public Works Superintendent, Mr. Mark Vitanza, and a new 
Public Works laborer, Mr. Joseph “Joey” Swift. Mr. Weer made a motion to approve 
the two new hires, seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved by a vote of 4-0.            
 
 Finance Department 

The Financial Report for August and September were reviewed with the Board 
by Ms. Guenther. There were no questions. Mr. Connors made a motion to approve 
the Finance Report as presented. Mr. Weer seconded the motion and it was approved 
by a vote of 4-0. 
 
 Odor Report 

Mr. Scott Harper stated that the Township received two phone calls about 
odor; also the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reported 5 emails for 
the month of August. He also stated that the Township received two phone calls about 
odor; also the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) reported 14 emails for 
the month of September. There were no questions.   
 
 State Police Report 

Mr. Scott Harper stated that there were 336 incidents in July and there were 
215 incidents in August. Mr. Scott Harper asked if Corporal Winesburg had got back 
to the Township on whether the 161 traffic violation incidents were in fact a typo or is 
correct for the month of August? Mr. Brown stated that he has not heard.   
 
 Water monitors 
 Mr. Brown stated that at this time the test results are not finished and that Mr. 
Dave Arscott will review the test results at the November 2, 2016 public meeting.  
 
V.  HEARINGS 
 Ordinance 205 
 Mr. Scott Harper opened the hearing. Mr. Brown reviewed the ordinance and 
what it would change. Number eight in Mr. Brown’s memo dated September 2, 2016, 
states the parking restrictions are not being changed to allow parking on local access 
streets and minor collector roads. The Planning Commission recommended that this 
provision be stricken and parking be permitted on 26’ wide local and minor collector 
streets. Mr. Scott Harper stated that he would rather have a public meeting to discuss 
on-street parking. Mr. Connors stated that he would rather move ahead with allowing 
parking on 26’ wide streets.  

Mr. Weer suggested keeping the second sentence of Section 612.7 D. Mr. 
Connors likes the idea of a larger cul-de-sac radius of 48’.     
  Mr. Brown added four exhibits, B1- Ordinance 205, B2- Proof of Publication, B-
3 Chester County Planning Commission letter dates August 1, 2016 and B4- Mr. 
Brown’s memo dates September 2, 2016. Mr. Scott Harper closed the hearing.  
 

Ordinance 205 decision 
 Mr. Weer made a motion to modify the ordinance so that the cul-de-sac bulbs 
are required to have a 48’ radius in order to meet the standards of the International 
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Fire Code (IFC) and re-advertise the ordinance. Seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved 
by a vote of 4-0.  
 
 Open Space Fund expenditure-Brosius property 
 Mr. Scott Harper opened the hearing. Mr. Brown reviewed a memo from 
Beatty Lincke that describes the purpose and legal requirements of the expenditure. 
He entered three exhibits; B1- Beatty Lincke memo, B2- the Open Space Committee 
recommendation (Mr. David Sweet’s email) and B3- Proof of Publication. Mr. Scott 
Harper closed the hearing. 
 
 Resolution No. 658 Brosius property 
 Mr. Brown stated that the Township would have to amend the amount for the 
endowment from $10,200 to $11,766. Mr. Pickel made a motion to approve Resolution 
No. 658 with the amended amount of $11,766, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved 
by a vote of 4-0. 
  
VI.  FIRST BUSINESS 
 Zoning Hearing Board alternate- Bob Dando 
 Mr. Scott Harper asked that Mr. Dando provide the Board with background 
on himself. Mr. Dando stated that he has been a resident of London Grove Township 
since 1991, he is active with the Fire Company and he is an EMT. He worked in law 
enforcement for eight years and is currently in building. He is an active member of 
his church as well. Mr. Connors thanked Mr. Dando for being willing to serve as an 
alternate member of the Zoning Hearing Board.  
 Mr. Connors made a motion to appoint Mr. Dando as an alternate member of 
the Zoning Hearing Board, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
      
VII.  OLD BUSINESS 
 Alternate septic system fee  
 The Board reviewed a memo from Mr. Brown dated September 2, 2016. After 
discussing the different options, the Board suggested to charge no fee, but make the 
homeowner responsible for Township consultant and/or legal cost associated with 
enforcing the agreement. Mr. Brown is to make certain the Township is receiving the 
required inspections. 

 Mr. Pickel made a motion to charge not fee, but make the homeowner 
responsible for Township consultant and/or legal cost associated with enforcing the 
agreement, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 4-0.  

 
 Inniscrone Golf Course clubhouse- roof design for repair 
 Mr. Kinsey recommends contracting with Melton Architects for $2,000 to 
develop plans and specifications for the work. Mr. Pickel made a motion to approve 
approximately $2,000 for the work, Mr. Weer asked Mr. Pickel to amend his motion 
not to exceed $2,500 for the work. Mr. Pickel agreed to amend the motion not to 
exceed $2,500 for the work, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 4-0.   
 
 Riparian buffer grant- Brandywine Conservancy 
 Mr. Scott Harper asked if the money from the Township would be for the 
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easement or for the planting of trees. Mr. John Theilacker, Brandywine Conservancy, 
explained that the money is for the easement, not the planting of trees. Mr. 
Theilacker believes that the Township can claim successful easements and buffers 
towards its MS4/TMDL requirements.  
 Mr. Theilacker stated the Brandywine Conservancy is asking for up $50,000 
of Open Space money for the purchase of riparian buffer easements. Mr. Connors 
asked who approves the use of the funds? Mr. Theilacker said that the Township 
would just like with other easement purchases. Mr. Wayne DiFrancesco, audience 
member, said that the Township needs to make sure the property owners know the 
cost to maintain the buffers. Mr. Theilacker said this is a four-year grant and there 
will be money for two years to maintain the buffers and the trees. 
 Mr. Connors made a motion that London Grove Township participate, 
seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
 New Public Works Department garage and salt shed – fence bid 
 Mr. Kinsey reviewed that this fence would be a 6’ black vinyl fence with slats 
where appropriate. Mr. Pickel made a motion to authorize putting the fence out to 
bid, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
  
 Road bank mower purchase 
 Mr. Kinsey recommends the purchase of a Tiger 3-point mount mower in the 
amount of $20,057.76. Mr. Weer made a motion to approve the purchase of the Tiger 
3-point mount mower for $20,057.76, seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved by a 
vote of 4-0. 
 
 Flag pole- Township Building 
 Mr. Kinsey explained that in the beginning of November the water line for 
the new Public Works Department building will begin and they are going to have to 
relocate the flag pole. Mr. Kinsey recommended purchasing a flag pole and placing 
it between the two buildings.  
 Mr. Weer made a motion to approve the purchase of a flag pole and the 
placement to be determined by the Public Works Director, seconded by Mr. Connors 
and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
 Inniscrone cart path paving 
 Mr. Kinsey reviewed that if we bid this project this time of year the bids may 
be extremely high. He recommends holding off and bidding this project in the 
Spring of 2017. The Board agreed and tabled this item until the Spring of 2017. 
 
 Rock salt award 
 Mr. Kinsey recommends the Co-Op unit price for the rock salt award of 
$61.50 per ton. Mr. Weer made a motion to award the rock salt to the co-op, 
seconded by Mr. Connors and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

  
VIII.  NEW BUISNESS 
  Heathland contract 
 Mr. Brown reviewed the amendment to the Heathland contract. There would 



 

7 

 

be two changes: 
 1. Paragraph 4B of the agreement would be deleted and replaced with; 
language that changes the type of required audit.  
 2. A new paragraph 4C will be added that follows: Losses states the 
Township and Heathland will split any loss with Heathland paying a annex of 
$10,000.  
The Board approved the Heathland contract with a vote of 4-0.    
 
 State Road sidewalk- Engineering services 
 Mr. Brown reviewed the State Road sidewalk project. He stated that we 
received proposals for engineering services from four different companies. He 
recommended that the Board of Supervisors should meet with one of the larger 
companies and one of the smaller companies. Mr. Brown’s recommendations are 
McMahon and Associates and Cedarville Engineering. Two residents asked questions 
about the details of construction and the evaluation process. The Board agrees and 
would like Mr. Brown to set up the meetings.  
 
 Inniscrone Golf Course discussion- S. Annan 
 Mr. Annan asked if the five-year budget plan is updated annually? Mr. Brown 
and Mr. Connors both answered with they believe that the plan was updated in 2015.   
 Mr. Annan asked if the Golf Course Management RFP’s were evaluated and if 
the appointment of Heathland Hospitality was based on the RFP? Mr. Connors 
answered that yes.   
 Mr. Annan asked if the Township really looks at the contract/agreement that 
they made with Heathland, because according to the agreement Heathland 
Hospitality should be hosting special events at the club. Have these ever happened? 
Mr. Connors and Mr. Pickel answered yes, Heathland has hosted a couple of events 
at the Golf Club.  
 Mr. Annan stated that there is a due date for the rent to be turned over to the 
Township and according to the records he has received through right-to-know request 
the rent is paid late and the Township does not add interest.  
 Mr. Annan stated that according to the agreement there is also supposed to be 
a fully stocked bar at the golf course and the two times that he has been there, the bar 
has not been fully stocked. 
 Mr. Annan stated that Heathland is not living up to the agreement and the golf 
course would better suit the Township as a park of some sort. Soon the Township will 
have to replace equipment and that will create more cost to the Township tax payers.  
 Mr. Annan stated that the bottom line is the Golf Course impacts the quality of 
life for the residents in London Grove Township and would better suit the community 
as a park or open space.  
 
IX. PLANS 
 Rose Hollow escrow release #9 
 Mr. Brown reviewed a memo from Ragan Engineering Associates dated 
September 19, 2016 recommending the release of $44,166.25 for escrow release number 
9. Mr. Pickel made a motion to approve escrow release number 9 in the amount of 
$44,166.25 as recommended by Ragan Engineering Associates, seconded by Mr. 
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Connors and approved by a vote of 4-0.  

 
 Inniscrone Phase 6 escrow release #6 
 Mr. Brown reviewed a request from Inniscrone Phase 6 requesting a final 
escrow release. The Board of Supervisors denied the request with the reason being the 
Township does not release final escrow funds until the public improvements in the 
subdivision are dedicated. 
 
 Powers/Dutton- final plan filing extension 
 Mr. Don Urban, owner and developer of the property, asked if the Township 
would grant a two-year extension for him to file for the final plan. He explained that 
the he is not ready to move ahead as of yet. The houses that the developer would like 
to build will start in the low $500,000’s and he would like to get past the election before 
they did anything. Mr. Scott Harper said that the Board of Supervisors would likely 
grant the extension but would do so next month and only for probably ninety days. 
The Board of Supervisors would like to see the plans move along, that does not mean 
that the developer must start building; however, they would like to see the final plans 
come in and move through the process.   
 
 Chatham Acres escrow release 
 Mr. Brown reviewed a memo from Ragan Engineering Associates, dated 
September 29, 2016 recommending the release of $151,003.02 from the escrow. This 
would be the final release. Mr. Connors made a motion to approve the escrow release 
in the amount of $151,003.02 as recommended by Ragan Engineering Associates, 
seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
X. EXTENSIONS 
 Mr. Connors made a motion to accept the extensions from Needham Farms- 
March 1, 2016 and Coventry Reserve- March 1, 2016, seconded by Mr. Pickel and 
approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
XI. FUTURE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 November 2, 2016- Regular meeting 7:00 p.m.  
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by Mr. Weer to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m., 
seconded by Mr. Pickel and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Dawn Maciejczyk  
       Administrative Assistant 


