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LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING MINUTES 
February 1, 2017 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:     STAFF PRESENT: 
Richard Scott Harper         Shane Kinsey, Director of Public Works 
Robert Weer          Jacqui Guenther, Finance/HR Director 
Michael Pickel          Ken Battin, Township Manager 
Stephen Zurl          Carolyn Kirby, Assistant Municipal Secretary 
        Bill Lincke, Solicitor 
        21 Audience Members 
 
  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Mr. Scott Harper led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mr. Scott Harper called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, and noted the meeting will conclude by 10:00 
pm, and next month’s meeting is on March 1, 2017. The agenda deadline is February 22, 2017 by noon.  

 
II. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: 

Mr. Scott Harper announced that at a special meeting on January 26, 2017, the Board of Supervisors 
appointed resident Stephen Zurl to fill the Board of Supervisors vacancy position.  Mr. Zurl will serve 
until December 31, 2017. 

 
The Honorable District Judge Mr. Seavey swore in Mr. Stephen Zurl as a member of the Township 
Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Zurl took his oath and then joined the Board of Supervisors at the table. 
 
Mr. Scott Harper also introduced and welcomed Mr. Ken Battin as the new Township Manager.  Mr. 
Battin comes from East Whiteland Township and has been with our Township since January 17, 2017.  
Mr. Scott Harper said to direct issues to Mr. Battin’s email. (kbattin@londongrove.org)  

    
 
III.  PUBLIC COMMENT (Agenda Items Only): 

Mr. Scott Harper explained that the Public Comment at this time is for agenda related items only.  He 
gently reminded everyone that comments are limited to 5 minutes.  Mr. Scott Harper asked for any 
agenda related comments.  There were none.  

 
IV. CORRECTION/APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 The meeting minutes for January 3, 2017 were reviewed and amended as follows: 

1. Mr. Weer asked that page 5, under Resolution No. 671 Road Dedication.  It should read “roads 
can be submitted to PennDot” and not DEP.  

2. Mr. Scott Harper asked that page 7, under Public Comment (first bullet, 5th line), it should read 
“if the public could vote to reverse the decision”. 

A motion was made by Mr. Pickel to approve the January 3, 2017 meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. 
Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
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V. REPORTS FOR JANUARY 2017: 

• State Police 
Lieutenant Rich D’Ambrosio presented his police report for the last 90 days (November 1 thru 
January 31) as having 556 calls or incidents received by his troopers, which he stated was “on 
par” and that London Grove is busier due to sheer size population. Lt. D’Ambrosio further 
explained that out of those 556 calls, in London Grove, the police handled: 

44 crashes: 27 -  reportable and serious 
  17 -  non-reportable, minor fender benders 
49 criminal: 25 - thefts (off porches, ID thefts or scams) 
   5 -  criminal mischief 
  11 -  assaults 
   1 -  burglary 
   7 -  drug offenses 

Lt. D’Ambrosio stressed to look out for your neighbors and do not hesitate to call the police if 
something seems odd or suspicious.  He also spoke about the numerous ID Thefts and scams 
during tax season.  He counseled that the IRS will never ever email or call you and advised that 
if you do receive an email or phone call claiming to be the IRS, to please call the IRS and file a 
report to police.  The IRS will only contact you through standard mail.  Lt. D’Ambrosio stated 
that the barracks is doing great with 68 total members (7 civilians & 61 troopers), with 42 
troopers on patrol, and the colonel is local and Avondale is in his heart. 

 

• Inniscrone Golf Course 
Mr. Tom Bolko, General Manager, reported they currently are finishing repairs on the last 60 
valves and expect to be fully operational by early March.  He reported the unaudited numbers 
for the end of 2016 as a loss of $1,500.00 because of two unforeseen propane tank fill ups.  Mr. 
Bolko reported many non-golf-related social events already scheduled for 2017, including 8 Baby 
Showers, 4 Communions, 1 Bar Mitzvah, and a potential Wedding.  Mr. Scott Harper requested, 
per conditions on their contract, that Mr. Bolko supply a list of gift card purchases to the 
Township, on a quarterly basis.  Mr. Bolko agreed to print and provide the last quarter list of 
gift card purchases to Ms. Guenther, Finance Director. 

 

• Codes Department 
Mr. Scott Harper presented the Codes Department report as prepared by Mr. Shock and Mrs. 
Zunino. The Board reviewed and questioned the count of 360 deck permits for the months of 
November 2017 through January 2017 as being a typo.  Mr. Battin agreed with the Boards 
suspicion and will verify the typo and get back to the Board with confirmation. 

 

• Public Works Department 
Mr. Shane Kinsey reported on the many projects and activities completed for 12/28/16-1/27/17.  
Mr. Kinsey also reported on noteworthy meetings, reoccurring functions of the Public Works 
Departments and on the 5 storm events (4 snow/Winter related & 1 wind storm) in this time 
frame.  Mr. Kinsey informed the Board of the status of progress for the Public Works Salt 
Building and the Public Works Shop.  He summarized the salt building as almost near 
completion, with only some exterior trim work left to finish.  He summarized the shop building 
as; the foundation being complete, the under slab work completed, and now under public sewer.  
Mr. Scott Harper asked the Board if there were any questions for Mr. Kinsey.  There were no 
questions from the Board. 
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Water Line : 
Mr. Kinsey asked for approval for ordering materials necessary for the water line installation for 
the Public Works Salt Building and the Shop Building; listing 3 bidders and recommending the 
low bidder, Exeter Supply Company for these materials.  Mr. Weer made the motion to approve 
the Exeter Supply Company for these materials for $16,232.81, seconded by Mr. Pickel, and 
approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
Change Order : 
Mr. Kinsey asked for approval of a change order in regards to BSS Contractors, LLC (the prime 
contractor for the construction of the PW buildings) that would increase the costs by $9,952.33.  
This change order is a result of inaccurate, gray or non-existent details on the bid plans from 
Cedarville Engineering Group LLC for the footing and foundations drop at the loading dock on 
the buildings. Mr. Kinsey explained this was a design error on Cedarville Engineering Group 
LLC’s part.  Mr. Kinsey also noted this work is already completed and that BSS Contractors LLC 
has already eaten a fair amount of the costs pertaining to the issues with the specs.  Mr. Zurl 
asked who takes care of the Townships errors and omissions.  Mr. Kinsey replied that 
Cedarville should be insured for errors and omissions and offered looking into making a claim 
to Cedarville’s Insurance, if the Board would like.   Mr. Weer made the motion to approve the 
requested change order of $9,952.33, seconded by Mr. Pickel with the conditions of keeping tabs 
on this issue and approaching Cedarville Engineering Group LLC and keeping them aware, and 
approved by a vote of 4-0.  Mr. Scott Harper asked the Board if they would like to see if 
Cedarville will reimburse the Township through their Errors and Omissions Insurance.  Mr. 
Weer suggested to just keep track of the issue for now. 
 
Owner Supplied Items : 
Mr. Kinsey asked for approval to purchase two owner supplied, builder installed items.  The 
first is lockers for the facility and Mr. Kinsey proposed purchasing them through Salsbury 
Industries for $2,465.85 (the lowest of the quotes).  The second is a rotary compressor to service 
the facility.  Mr. Kinsey feels an Ingersoll Rand UPG would be the best solution for the facility 
and proposed purchasing it directly from Ingersoll Rand/CoStars for $8,061.00 (the lowest of the 
quotes).  Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve the purchase of the lockers through Salsbury 
Industries for $2,465.85 and the purchase of a rotary compressor through Ingersoll 
Rand/CoStars for $8,061.00, seconded by Mr. Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
Municipal Complex Paving : 
Mr. Kinsey requested authorization to bid the Municipal Complex Paving work.  He explains 
that bidding paving work early in the year historically has yielded a better price.  The 
Engineer’s estimate for this work is $287,567.50 and this figure is included in the $904,685.00 land 
development cost.  Mr. Scott Harper inquired about the parameters of the paving and Mr. 
Kinsey explained the work includes paving both entrances, the stone parking lot, overlaying the 
existing paved areas, and around both of the new buildings.  Mr. Weer made the motion to 
approve the bidding of the Municipal Complex Paving project, seconded by Mr. Pickel, and 
approved with a vote of 4-0. 
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State Road Curve : 
Mr. Kinsey made the Board aware of the uptick of accidents along State Road, between Rt 841 
and South Guernsey Rd, specifically in the curves in the area of Goddard Park.  Mr. Kinsey 
informed the Board that he will be conducting a “curve speed study” and is asking for assistance 
through the PennDot LTAP (Local Technical Assistance Program) to review the dangerous 
curves in order to review any possible structural changes needed prior to this segment of 
roadway being paved in 2017.  Mr. Kinsey explained that the State Road Curve memo is purely 
to inform the Board, and no need for a motion, at this time. 

 

• Finance Department 
Ms. Jacqui Guenther presented the Finance Report for the month of January 2017 stating there 
was a decrease in Total General Fund Revenues compared to the month of December 2016 due to 
EIT Distributions and Real Estate Transfer Tax.  She also reported an increase in Total General 
Fund Expenditures for the month of January 2017 compared to the month of December 2017 due 
to Property Insurance and Fire & Ambulance Contracts.  Ms. Guenther closed in saying the 
Township “continues to have a healthy operating position.”  There were no questions from the 
Board.  Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve the Financial Report, seconded by Mr. Weer, 
and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Odor Report 
There was no Odor Report.  The Board of Supervisors tabled the report for next month’s 
meeting. 

 

• Water Monitors 
Mr. Scott Harper said that the Board still has not heard back from Mr. Dave Arscott, therefore 
Mr. Scott Harper asked Mr. Connors to get in touch with Mr. Arscott. 

 
VI.  HEARINGS : 

1. Ordinance 208 – Tax Collector 
Mr. Scott Harper opened the hearing and stated this ordinance to be about changes in regards to 
the Tax Collector getting reimbursed for necessary supplies needed for the Tax Collector to 
prepare, process, and send tax bills to Township residents; such as the Real Property Tax bill and 
the Chatham Light Fee bill.  Mr. Battin confirmed proof of publication in the Daily Local News 
on January 24, 2017.  Mr. Scott Harper noted this ordinance will not go into effect until January 
1, 2018.  Mr. Pickel made the motion to close the hearing, seconded by Mr. Weer, and approved 
by a vote of 4-0. 

 
VII. FIRST BUSINESS : 

• Ordinance 208 – Tax Collector 
This ordinance does not go into effect until January 1st, 2018.  Mr. Pickel made the motion to 
approve Ordinance 208 – Tax Collector, seconded by Mr. Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Contact Animal Services with LaMancha Animal Rescue 
Mr. Scott Harper explained that last year, the Township had a canine contract with LaMancha 
Animal Rescue.  He further explained that years ago the Township contracted with the SPCA, 
but their prices got ridiculously expensive.  Mr. Scott Harper said this year 2017 canine contract 
with LaMancha Animal Rescue is for the pickup of 10 dogs, specifically called in by the 
Township, for $1,500.00 per township.  Ms. Guenther pointed out that LaMancha’s contract 
prices have increased by almost 50% from last year.  Mr. Scott Harper inquired as to how many 
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calls came from last year.  Ms. Guenther replied that she believes two dogs were called in.  Mr. 
Scott Harper asked the Board if they would like an explanation as to why LaMancha had a 50% 
increase.  Mr. Pickel replied with a yes, since it’s such a significant increase.  Mr. Scott Harper 
asked Ms. Guenther to please call LaMancha and have their price increase reasoning for the 
February 15, 2017 Board of Supervisors Special Meeting.  Mr. Scott Harper tabled further 
discussion on this. 

 

• Appoint Strauss Associates for the Services of Landscape Architectural Consulting 
Mr. Scott Harper explained the agreement between the Township and Strauss Associates, in that 
Strauss Associates will provide landscape architectural and planning support to London Grove 
Township at our request at $90 per hour.  Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve Strauss 
Associates as the Townships landscape architectural consultant, seconded by Mr. Weer, and 
approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Avondale Fire Company – Presentation of 2016 Report 
Mr. Swift reported 92 phone calls for London Grove Township, causing an $11,000 loss to the 
Township, with an average of 14 personnel responding per call.  The personnel breakdown of 
the 14 responders is 8 firefighter volunteers, 3 fire police, and 2 career men. 
The 92 phone calls are broken down as follows : 
   7   Fire 
  27   Rescue Emergency medical Services (accidents, trees & wires down) 
  10   Hazardous Conditions (no fire) 
   9   Service Calls 
  17   Good Intent Calls 
  22   False Calls 
Mr. Swift reported the number of incidents per shift as follows:  
       1st shift   (6 am – 3 pm)   → 33 incidents 
       2nd shift  (3 pm – 11 pm)  → 43 incidents 
       3rd shift  (11 pm – 6 am)  → 16 incidents 
Mr. Swift stated the total calls for the EMS for the 2016 year for all the Townships that they serve 
was 1, 277 with 258 of these coming from London Grove Township.  He also reported that the 
EMS fund drive mailings brought in a return of 13%, which raised $67,000.  Mr. Swift stated that 
for the year of 2016, the EMS billing department charged $820,000, and they expect to receive 
about $300,000.  They contracted a new billing company in December 2016, with the hopes and 
intentions of better reports for the 2017 year.  Mr. Swift reported his intentions for 2017 is to 
develop a 3 year & a 5 year financial plan with the help of outside resources.  A membership 
committee was also created to help with recruitment and retention. Mr. Swift stated the statistics 
for the years 2013, 2014, & 2015 and will be trying to cut the budget.  Mr. Weer asked for a copy 
of their budget and Mr. Swift replied that he hopes to have it for the February 15, 2017 Board of 
Supervisors Special Meeting.  Mr. Swift thanked Mr. Shane Kinsey and the Board for allowing 
the road workers to come down and help them in the daytime.  Mr. Scott Harper asked if Mr. 
Swift knew if any of the 22 false calls were repeat calls.  Mr. Swift replied that he would get that 
information with locations identified to the Board.  Mr. Swift’s goal is to email monthly reports 
to Mr. Battin.  Mr. Swift thanked everyone for their support.  Mr. Scott Harper reminded the 
public about the February 15, 2017 Board of Supervisors Special Meeting with our two Fire 
Departments and Mr. Bill Jenaway, an expert in fire service and EMS service and who will report 
Fire Service, Emergency Medical Services, & Law Enforcement Services Assessment Results & 
Recommendations for London Grove Township.  
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VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

• Draft Ordinance being finalized – Act 172 of 2016 Tax Relief for Volunteer Services – Hearing 
tentatively scheduled for March 1st 

Mr. Scott Harper informed the audience about the change in state law, where local governments 
can draft ordinances that will allow the local municipalities to award a tax credit to volunteer fire 
and EMS who reside within London Grove Township.  The Board earlier had contacted Bill 
Lincke, Township solicitor, with a draft and Mr. Lincke responded that he will get back to the 
Board with it next week.  Mr. Scott Harper stated that the Board wants to assist the fire 
companies and encourage people to volunteer.  The hearing for this Act 172 is tentatively March 
1, 2017. 

• Inniscrone Golf Course Paving 
Mr. Kinsey discussed the paving repair of the failed sections of the Inniscrone Golf club cart 
paths and explained the earlier a bid packet for the project is released to the public, the best 
advantage in pricing the township will see.  Mr. Kinsey said the bid was all prepared.  Mr. 
Scott Harper asked the Board if they’d like to see the bid packet for the cart path paving project 
before it gets sent out to the public.  Mr. Scott Harper stated that he was comfortable with the 
bid being released without the Board reviewing it because of time constraints of Supervisor 
Meetings and with the understanding that the Board doesn’t have to commit and has the option 
to decline any bids.  Mr. Pickel voiced that he was not in favor of spending time on something 
that they are not ready to move forward with.  The Board agreed they will decide at the 
February 15, 2017 meeting, after having reviewed the bid in the weeks prior. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Avon Grove Library : Thank You 
Mr. Scott Harper acknowledged the very kind and thoughtful letter of thanks, from Lori 
Schwabenbauer, Director of the Library, to the Township Supervisors for the generous funds 
given to the library and the community. 

 
2. Resolution 675 : Recognizing Zach Aman for his Eagle Scout Project 

Mr. Scott Harper expressed his gratitude to Boy Scout, Zach Aman, for his major contribution to 
Goddard Park for organizing, facilitating and implementing the bridge construction that will 
benefit Township residents for years to come.  The Board tabled Resolution 675 to a later date 
when Zach Aman can be present. 

 
3. Purchase of Pick-up Truck, Public Works 

Mr. Kinsey stated the request to replace the 2006 Ford F-150 pick-up truck with a 2017 Dodge 
Tradesman 3500 crew cab truck with a rambox® cargo bed at the cost of $50,355.00 thru the Pa 
Costars program and funded by the equipment replacement fund.  Mr. Kinsey also requested 
approval to place the 2006 F-150 pick-up truck, in fairly poor condition, for auction on 
Municibid, with the proceeds going back into the equipment replacement fund.  Mr. Weer 
made the motion to approve the purchase of the 2017 pick-up truck and to advertise the sale of 
the 2006 pick-up truck on Municibid, seconded by Mr. Pickel, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 
4. Sale of Surplus Equipment, Public Works 
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Mr. Kinsey requested authorization to place various items in “fair” to “poor” condition for 
auction on Municibid, with the proceeds collected being placed in the equipment replacement 
funds.  Mr. Kinsey added a request to sell or destroy a pile of computers that the hard drives 
have been removed.  Mr. Scott Harper suggested recycling the computers and Mr. Kinsey 
replied that he would recycle them to SECCRA if they were not selling.  Mr. Kinsey also noted 
that the Board can approve or deny any bid.  Mr. Weer made the motion to approve the request 
to advertise surplus equipment items on Municibid, seconded by Mr. Pickle, and approved by a 
vote of 4-0. 

 
5. Costars Salt Agreement 

Mr. Kinsey asked for approval for the Public Works Department to enter into an agreement with 
the Pennsylvania Department of General Services so that they can purchase salt for the August 
2017 – July 2018 season with Pa Costars.  The Township already has a contract with Co-op, but 
Mr. Kinsey recommends having contracts with two companies in case of a salt shortage.  Mr. 
Weer made the motion for approval to enter into an agreement with Pa Costars, seconded by Mr. 
Pickel, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 
6. Resolution No. 673 : Tax Collector Fees – Amending Resolution No. 618 

Mr. Scott Harper explained Resolution No. 673 goes along with Ordinance 208, which amends to 
increase the fee for a duplicate copy of a tax bill from $5.00 to $15.00, effective January 1, 2018.  
Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve Resolution No. 673, seconded by Mr. Weer, and 
approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 
X. PLANS 

• Hills of London Grove : Site Improvement Escrow Release #4 Phase 3A & 3B 
Mr. Scott Harper stated the escrow reduction of $1080.00 less than the amount requested for 
Phase 3A, per Mr. Ragan’s recommendations.  There is no release request for Phase 3B this 
month.  Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve the escrow release in the amount of $36,345.57 
as outlined in the January 18, 2017 letter from Ragan Engineering for Hills of London Grove 
escrow release #4 Phase 3A, seconded by Mr. Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Ward Subdivision : Final Approval 
Mr. Scott Harper explained the Ward Subdivision entails combining two lots into one.  Lot 1 of 
1.4139 acres and Lot 2 of 1.5695 acres, resulting in a single Lot of 2.9834 acres; with no 
improvements, at this time. Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve the Ward Subdivision as 
outlined in Mr. Battin’s January 27, 2017 letter, seconded by Mr. Weer and approved by a vote of 
4-0. 

 

• Fox Chase : Phase 2 Escrow Release Request #2 
Mr. Scott Harper stated the escrow reduction of $35,066.11 less than the amount requested for 
Phase #2 Request #2, per Mr. Ragan’s recommendations.  Mr. Pickel made the motion to 
approve the escrow release in the amount of $164,783.70, as outlined in the January 26, 2017 
letter from Ragan Engineering for Fox Chase Phase 2 escrow release request #2, seconded by Mr. 
Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Coventry Reserve Sewage Planning Module 
Mr. Scott Harper explained this project is a 19 Lot single family residential subdivision on 47.3 
acres.  Each Lot will have their own on-lot system with a replacement area.  Mr. Pickel made a 
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motion to approve the Sewer Planning Module for Coventry Reserve, seconded by Mr. Weer, 
and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Resolution No. 674 : Approving Coventry Reserve Sewage Planning Module 
Mr. Pickel made the motion to approve Resolution No. 674 for approving the Coventry Reserve 
Sewage Planning Module, seconded by Mr. Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0. 

 

• Outside Unlimited Land Development : Final Approval 
Mr. Ken Hoffman of Gilmore & Associates, spoke on behalf of Mr. Jim Yannie Outside Unlimited 
business, stating their request to increase the size of the business’s parking area to include 17 
additional parking spaces, an outdoor storage, and to modify the storm water management 
system by enlarging the basin.  Mr. Hoffman mentioned he has received approval from the 
Planning Commission members at their January 25, 2017 meeting.  He also said he’s received 
approval from Ragan Engineering and an escrow has been set up per Mr. Ragan’s 
recommendations.  Mr. Hoffman has also spoken with Mr. Battin in regards to this request.  
Mr. Hoffman advised the Board that the total area of disturbance is less than one acre and there 
is no need for a NPDES Permit.  Mr. Scott Harper replied that the Board normally needs proof 
of written approvals from the Planning Commission Board and Ragan Engineering from Mr. 
Battin in order to grant this final approval.  Mr. Scott Harper proceeded to ask the Board if 
they’d be inclined to grant Outside Unlimited final approval based upon the contingency of 
verification from the Planning Commission and Ragan Engineering.  Mr. Pickel made the 
motion to approve Outside Unlimited final plan approval, with the previously stated conditions, 
seconded by Mr. Weer, and approved by a vote of 4-0.  Mr. Hoffman thanked the Board. 

 

• Sycamore International, 431 West Baltimore Pike : Discussion/Presentation Proposed Land 
Development – Joe Riper 

Mr. Riper thanked the Board for putting him on the Agenda last minute.  Mr. Riper spoke on 
behalf of Hudson Bay LLC, 431 West Baltimore Pike.  Mr. Riper explained the property is 
roughly 15 acres with a 15,000 square foot building, used for light industrial activity, and a 
concrete pad on the premises.  This property is leased to Sycamore International whose 
principal business is cleaning used computers, removing the hard drive, and refurbishing them 
for resale.  Their main customers are schools and hospitals.  Mr. Riper explains that Sycamore 
International is in need for additional storage and is proposing to erect a temporary storage 
facility on the existing concrete pad on the property.  The building is needed by May 2017.  Mr. 
Riper explained that the storage building would be able to be erected and dismantled within a 
week’s time and its construction would be a metal frame with a vinyl top and approximately 
8,000 sq ft.  He added the building’s purpose is purely for storage; there would be no 
involvement of heat, plumbing, or electric.  Mr. Riper asked the Township for permission to 
erect this temporary storage facility building for a temporary amount of time with the conditions 
that he meets with an engineer for structure recommendations (parking, storm water 
management, etc.) and asks the Board to waive the requirements of Land Development 
temporarily (as long as they address the structural issues as asked).  Mr. Riper asked to erect the 
building for 18 months and then within 3 months of obtaining approval, he would submit a 
Land Development Plan and commit to address the issues within the next year.  Mr. Riper 
believes the issues are not very significant because there will be no land disturbance.  He also 
stated that the Board will have the right to compel him to dismantle the building if he doesn’t 
meet the requirements.  Mr. Scott Harper said that he believes London Grove Township Zoning 
Ordinance does not allow temporary structures.  Mr. Riper agreed that the ordinance does not 
permit temporary structures but with an agreement that he’ll develop over the next few months 
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after meeting with the engineer and with the Township solicitor stating that the Township is 
deferring Land Development requirements and allowing him to proceed under the auspices of a 
building permit.  Mr. Riper also added that the structure is building code compliant.  Mr. 
Lincke, the Township Solicitor, replied that after 40 years in business, he learns something new 
every day.  Mr. Lincke requested having time to think about this request and speak with Mr. 
Riper.  Mr. Lincke agreed that the concept of doing anything temporary within the MPC world 
does not usually occur.  Mr. Riper agreed to talk more with Mr. Lincke and stated that he isn’t 
asking the Board for any action at this time, only to be given permission to sit and discuss with 
Mr. Lincke and Mr. Ragan and develop conditions and an agreement to be presented to the 
Board to either approve or disapprove at the next Board of Supervisors Meeting.  Mr. Lincke 
said he, along with Ragan Engineering and Mr. Battin, can discuss this concept and design a 
recommendation as to whether to put it on the Board of Supervisors Agenda or not.  Mr. Weer 
voiced his concern based on a fire protection stand point, stating the dangers of combustible 
contents and plastics in a basic tent.  Mr. Riper agreed that part of the future discussions will 
include presenting qualities of structure that address fire.  Mr. Weer continued with his stand of 
concern if the Township allows this kind of structure and this size of structure filled with 
combustible contents to be erected in the Township.  Mr. Kinsey suggested Mr. Riper look at the 
code review, because Mr. Kinsey feels that the code will demand fire protection, like a sprinkler 
system, for both buildings based on their size and proximity to one another. Mr. Riper ought to 
research the fire protection codes before moving on.  Mr. Battin agreed that the overall building 
square footage and proximity may be a project killer.  The Board granted Mr. Riper approval to 
proceed with discussing this project further with Mr. Lincke, Mr. Ragan & Mr. Battin. 

 
XI. EXTENSIONS 
   None at this time. 
 
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT (Non-Agenda items) 
 
 Mr. Annan stated the problem with “No Parking” is the Townships problem because the Township 
narrowed the roads 26 years ago and now the Township wants to enforce no parking.  He stated that the same 
no parking rules that apply to Heather Grove needs to be applied to every development.  Mr. Annan said the 
Township has an Ordinance for no parking that the Township is not enforcing.  Mr. Scott Harper agreed that 
the Township isn’t enforcing it because the Board doesn’t have an issue with no parking.  Mr. Annan said that 
Mr. Connors and Mr. Pickel were the ones pushing Regional Police for “No Parking” in Heather Grove.  Mr. 
Scott Harper corrected Mr. Annan by stating that Mr. Connors and Mr. Pickel were pushing Regional Police for 
the entire Township.  Mr. Scott Harper explained that the idea of Regional Police is not just for Heather Grove, 
it’s for the entire Township and he reminded the audience of the Public Special Board of Supervisors Meeting 
taking place on February 15, 2017 to discuss this very issue.  Mr. Scott Harper explained the ramifications for 
allowing parking on certain roads and that if the Board changes the Ordinance and the roadways are not wide 
enough for allowing parking and for emergency vehicles to get through, the Township has the potential of 
being sued and the residents will be the ones paying that lawsuit.  Mr. Scott Harper stated that many years ago 
the Planning Commission decided it wanted to maintain a rural atmosphere and not a city atmosphere so they 
didn’t allow parking on the streets.  Mr. Annan said that most residents are not aware that this “No Parking” 
Ordinance exists.  Mr. Annan quotes Mr. Scott Harper as having previously said that it’s the resident’s 
responsibility to know what the Ordinances are.  Mr. Scott Harper replied saying, yes…just as we as citizens 
are responsible in knowing what the laws of our Country are.  Again, Mr. Scott Harper reminded the audience 
of the invitation to every resident for the public meeting being held on February 15, 2017. 
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 Mr. Annan commented about having contract services with Regional Police saying that the residents 
don’t want it.  He stated that a memo to Steve Brown from the solicitor said that the Board wouldn’t listen and 
they want to do Police, even though the Township could use a code department officer to enforce parking.  Mr. 
Scott Harper replied that the Board did not ignore this issue; they just haven’t built a code department yet.  Mr. 
Scott Harper stated that he is not in favor of contracted police and Mr. Annan stated that Mr. Connors and Mr. 
Pickel are in favor.  Mr. Pickel replied to this comment saying that he was in favor of contracted police in 2015, 
but after reviewing a draft document from Mr. Bill Jenaway, (who conducted a study on the Townships Fire 
Service, Emergency Medical Services, and Law Enforcement Service), concluding that at this time London 
Grove Township does not need additional police services, therefore he is not in favor of Regional Police.  Mr. 
Pickel added his interest in 2015 was also because multiple municipalities were looking at it and after an 
encounter he had with a suspicious car at his place of business, he was able to call New Garden Police and they 
came and arrested two gentlemen for heroin.  Mr. Pickel stated how he thought this was a great service. 
 
 Mr. Annan asked to discuss the projected sidewalk project along State Road connecting the Avon Grove 
High School to Goddard Park.  He stated that the Board was denied for grants in 2014 and 2016 and the Board 
has no money.  Mr. Scott Harper disagreed that there is no money and confirmed the denied grants statement 
is correct.  Mr. Scott Harper said these grants were denied because they did not have an engineered plan.  Mr. 
Pickel added that there is no cost in applying for grants, only engineer fees, and if a grant is awarded, it doesn’t 
have to be accepted.  A resident of Heather Grove, Sunrise Ct, spoke about his main concern with this project is 
a water drainage issue that isn’t currently being addressed and he fears that if the tree line, which acts as a 
buffer, is removed for the sidewalk then the water drainage will be even worse.  He wants something to 
replace the trees if they are removed.  Mr. Kinsey replied that drainage and pavement will be addressed in the 
plans.  The sidewalk will be on the other side of State Road, so the trees most likely won’t be taken down.  Mr. 
Annan stated that the homeowners where the sidewalk will be are 90 and 70 years old and asked the Board if 
these homeowners will be responsible for maintenance and snow removal in the winter and if they are liable if 
someone were to get hurt.  Mr. Scott Harper replied that it is customary, but that issue has not been decided 
yet. Mr. Annan asked why a sidewalk is even necessary, stating that no one has ever gotten hurt and why has 
this project taken so long.  Mr. Kinsey clarified that a pedestrian was struck and injured at that very part of the 
road.  Mr. Scott Harper replied the project had not started because of money, but it was in the original 
Township Wide Trail System Plans.  He stated the sidewalk necessity is to connect the trail system around the 
school to the trail system around Goddard Park and to provide safety to students who walk that route.  Mr. 
Zurl added the necessity because of the increase of traffic from 15-20 years ago.  Mr. Annan told Mr. Zurl to get 
real and that Mr. Annan’s lived there and Mr. Zurl is not even close. 
 
 Mr. Annan stated that through his “Right- to- Know” he received the new Township’s Manager’s, Mr. 
Battin, resume.  He stated that Mr. Battin’s resume and the job description do not match up, in regards to 
having knowledge of public works, finances, and budgets.  Mr. Scott Harper replied that just because it isn’t 
written in his resume doesn’t mean he doesn’t have the experience.  Mr. Annan asked why Mr. Battin is being 
paid more than the previous Township Manager.  Mr. Scott Harper replied that Mr. Battin has 24 years of 
experience in Public Government and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration, which covers thorough 
knowledge of public works, finances, and budgets qualifications.  Mr. Annan asked to move on. 
 

Mr. Annan inquired about having a fully stocked bar at Inniscrone Golf Course.  Mr. Scott Harper 
replied that the stock of certain liquor brands is at the discretion of the General Manager and the cliental of the 
establishment. 

 
Mr. Annan stated that his next comments are nothing specific to a person.  Mr. Annan asked the Board 

if Mr. Connors had any relationship with Mr. Bolko before the award because supposedly there was some 
golfing and different things in Coatesville and Mr. Connors did work up there.  Mr. Scott Harper replied, not 
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to his knowledge.  Mr. Annan continued to quoting the contract as saying not to reveal the information about 
Mr. Bolko until it was awarded; Mr. Bolko did work for Heathland Hospitality until the contract was awarded.  
Mr. Annan said Mr. Bolko was the superintendent at Coatesville Country Club.  Mr. Annan stated that on the 
organizational chart, Mr. Bolko is listed as the General Manager and the Superintendent is blank.  Mr. Annan 
asked the Board if Mr. Bolko was being paid for both jobs; is he getting paid twice.  Mr. Pickel explained that 
Mr. Bolko is the General Manager and Superintendent and is being paid one salary.  Mr. Annan asked if Mr. 
Bolko was being paid $150,000 because the previous people running the Inniscrone Golf Course were paid 
$75,000 a piece for General Manager and the Superintendent positions.  Mr. Pickel replied that he could not say 
without looking it up, but he does know that Mr. Bolko gets one salary to act as both the General Manager and 
Superintendent and that he does not believe Mr. Bolko makes $150,000; he believes he makes less, but he could 
be wrong.  Mr. Annan said that when the Board terminated the previous management company from the golf 
course, and Mr. Connors made the recommendation for different people.  Mr. Scott Harper said there was a 
RFP (Request For Proposal) put out.  Mr. Annan stated that the Board gave Heathland Hospitality a one year 
term before they got into the contract all of this was by Mr. Connors.  Mr. Scott Harper interrupted saying that 
for contracted services the Board does not have to RFP, they can hire whomever they want.  Mr. Annan said, 
“but this was not a RFP, it was a one year contract.”  Mr. Scott Harper said he understood and added that 
being a public government, they have the right to hire a contracted service without putting out a RFP.  Mr. 
Annan asked the Board to look at the trends and it looks like there are some connections, to which Mr. Scott 
Harper replied that he is not looking at the trends, he’s looking at the facts.  Mr. Annan said he’s just “bringing 
out what he read in the contracts and what it looks like.”  Mr. Scott Harper asked what Mr. Annan was trying 
to say and Mr. Annan replied that he was not trying to say anything.  Audience Member, Mr. Dave Connery 
stood and said to the Board, “Mr. Chairman, I think this gentlemen, and I’ve been to many, many Township 
meetings, and he is totally out of line.  He is stepping very close to the line of saying someone has done 
something illegal and I hope someone has recorded this.”  Mr. Annan said that he just asked a question.  Mr. 
Connery continued, “Well, I’m just saying sir, you have come very close to saying that somebody is involved in 
something that he’s not involved in.  I’ve attended a lot of meetings during that Golf Course purchasing, 
running, etc. so be careful.”  Audience member, Nancy Dean, stood and said, “Well I want to speak as one of 
the public then, what he is saying does sound like condemnation by insinuation and I think that’s dangerous 
especially when the party being mentioned isn’t here, there is a proper way to do these things.”  

 
Mr. Scott Harper asked if there were any other public comments.  There were none. 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 A motion was made by Mr. Weer to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 pm, seconded by Mr. Zurl, and 
approved by a vote of 4-0. 
 
 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
      
          Carolyn Kirby 
          Assistant Municipal Secretary 
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