
 London Grove Township Open Space Committee 

Meeting Notes: Feb. 9, 2017 

 
Attending:   Members – Eric Brown, Elin Green, Anne Hannum, Jock Hannum, Lew Wilkinson 

  Staff – David Sweet 

 

2. Misc. old/new business 

 a. Status of Open Space Fund.  The balance in the Open Space Fund as of Feb. 6 was 

$1,989,146.  On Dec. 5, itwas $1,904, 561.  On Sept. 8 it was $1,788,533; on May 11 it was 

$1,637,268.  Costs for the Boddorff and Larmore easements have not yet been paid. 

 b. Spring newsletter.  It was agreed that candidates to fill the current vacant seat on the 

committee could be solicited in the newsletter. 

 c. Membership.  The Board of Supervisors reappointed Elin Green, Anne Hannum and 

Jock Hannmm to new 3-year terms in January.  

 

2. Riparian buffer protection and enhancement.  The committee reviewed a summary of the 

current status of the riparian buffer initiative and issues to be resolved in advance of a landowner 

meeting.  This included: 

 a. A review of the Natural Lands Trust/Brandywine Conservancy mapping of the 

Township’s riparian corridors and those portions currently non-forested.  It was agreed that the 

committee’s initial focus should be on non-forested riparian segments along the East and Middle 

Branches of the White Clay Creek.  A list of such properties will be prepared, from which a group of 

landowners to be invited to a meeting will be established. 

 b. Certain properties already under conservation easement may be included, where there 

may be the prospect of enhancing terms applicable to riparian corroders. 

 c. The concept of “conservation corridors” developed by the Pa. Land Trust Association 

will be explored. 

 d. Announcement of the award of DCNR grants for riparian buffer protection/enhancement 

was made; the Brandywine Conservancy proposal targeting London Grove was not funded, although 

their work in the Chesapeake Bay area was.  Conservancy staff may still be able to assist the committee 

with this effort. 

 e. Connection between the sale or donation of a riparian easement and the needs/ 

opportunities for installed vegetation needs to be clarified.  This includes funding sources for plant 

material and long-term maintenance obligations. 

 

 

3. Updates on landowner contacts/easements in progress 

 a. Brosius.  Survey work has been completed.  The Brandywine Conservancy has revised 

the draft easement and resubmitted it to the family.  The baseline documentation report is nearly 

complete.  A settlement date should not be far off.  Work continues toward a DEP-approved stream 

crossing and buffer restoration.   

 b. Hutchison.  The Penn Township portion of the family land has been accepted for 

possible inclusion inthe State farmland preservation program. An appraisal of the per care value is now 

being prepared, and may be available in April.  That result will determine whether the family wants to 

proceed with permanent protection of the Penn land.  They do not want to proceed with the London 

Grove parcel until that decision is made. 

 c. Sheppard.  The Chester County Open Space Dept. has accepted the application 

submitted for the sale of an agricultural conservation easement.  An appraisal is now in progress. 



 d. Poliski.  Lew will attempt to contact the current owner.. 

 e. Birney and Needham.  Paddy is to be in touch with both parties. 

 f. SECCRA.  A meeting is scheduled for Feb. 17 with SECCRA officials to discuss 

possible easements on one or more of their properties. 

 

5. Next meeting. Thurs., March 9  

 


