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LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING MINUTES 

February 7, 2018 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   STAFF PRESENT: 

Richard Scott-Harper     Ken Battin, Township Manager  

David Connors        Jacqui Guenther, Finance Director 

John Lee Irwin    Shane Kinsey, Director of Public Works     

Stephen Zurl         Dawn Maciejczyk, Township Secretary 

Thomas Szakas    5 Audience Members 

       

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 Mr. Scott-Harper led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.   

 

 CALL TO ORDER: 

 Mr. Scott-Harper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He announced that the 

next regular scheduled meeting will take place on March 7, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. the deadline 

for agenda items will be noon on February 28, 2018.  

 

I. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Mr. Scott-Harper asked for public comment. There was none.  

 

II. CORRECTION/APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The meeting minutes of January 2, 2018 were reviewed and amended as follows. 

Page 1 under Appointments Mr. Scott-Harper asked to add in “Mr. Connors turned the 

meeting over to Mr. Scott-Harper the Chairman.” 

Page 5 E. Reappointment of Mr. Thomas Szakas “Mr. Connors made a motion to reappoint 

Mr. Thomas Szakas to the Board of Supervisors for a term running from January 1, 2018 

through December 31, 2019, seconded by Mr. Zurl and approved by a vote of 4-0.” 

Mr. Connors made a motion to approve the January 2, 2018 meeting minutes with the above 

amendments, seconded by Mr. Zurl and approved by a vote of 5-0.  

 

III.  REPORTS FOR JANUARY 2018 

 Inniscrone Golf Course 

 Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed the monthly report prepared by Mr. Tom Bolko, 

General Manager of Inniscrone Golf Course. There were no questions from the Board.     

 

Codes Department  

Mr. Scott-Harper presented the Codes Department report, prepared by Mrs. Zunino, 

Mr. White and Mr. Weer. There were no questions from the Board.  

 

 Public Works Department 

Mr. Kinsey presented the Public Works Department report. He announced that the 

playground at Goddard Park will be closed on Monday, February 12, 2018 for 

approximately two weeks depending on the weather, for repairs from the vandalism that 

took place earlier this year. There were no questions from the Board.  
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Finance Department 

The Financial Report was reviewed with the Board by Mr. Scott-Harper. Mr. 

Connors asked Mr. Battin the breakout of the budgets current year real estate tax, we 

budgeted $51,000 in January; the Township did not bring any in, obviously that’s because 

it’s split evenly correct?  

Mr. Battin responded, that’s because it is split between 12 months. If you look at 

this month’s earned income tax the Township had a spike because we are looking at a lot 

of people that pay it annually instead of monthly, so we are higher this month then we may 

be in the future months. It’s spread over 12 months, so we are going to get those peaks and 

valleys.  

Mr. Connors said, this is just a suggestion but when you formulate a budget for a 

new year, QuickBooks gives you the option to pull over the numbers from the past year(s) 

so that you can see month to month trends from the actuals. Once you have the trends in 

place you can massage those numbers so that you get a closer to actual number for the year. 

This makes it a little easier for us to look at where we are month to month.  

Mr. Battin responded, Ms. Guenther and I have talked about that. We are trying to 

get a good three years under our belt so that way we can get a more accurate trend opposed 

to just one year. We will try in the last six months of this year though just to give it a try.   

 

DEP Odor Report 

Mr. Scott-Harper presented the Odor Report prepared by the Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP). There were no questions from the Board.  

 

 Pennsylvania State Police Report 

Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed that the Pennsylvania State Police Report was down 

approximately 5 incidents from the previous month. He also announced that there was a 

total of 2,915 incidents in London Grove Township for the 2017 calendar year. Mr. Scott-

Harper announced that he is in the process of setting up a meeting with the new station 

commander and asked if there was anything that the Board would like him to discuss with 

the commander. Mr. Szakas asked Mr. Scott-Harper to ask about Neighborhood Watch 

programs and what the Neighborhood watch can report. Mr. Connors asked Mr. Scott-

Harper to mention that London Grove is creating an Opioid Ad Hoc Committee and would 

like a member of the Avondale Station to be a part of it. He would like to have some 

coordination with them. Mr. Scott-Harper stated that he would relay all these concerns and 

questions and get back to the board after his meeting.    

 

Monthly Emergency Services Report 

Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed the Monthly Emergency Services Report. Mr. Zurl 

commented that he was surprised the top response calls were to accidents. Mr. Connors 

said, I would just like to give the Board a quick update. Tonight, the emergency services 

had there monthly meeting, and I discussed with them formulating a Opioid Ad Hoc 

Committee. They are obviously very supportive of it and they had some advice. They said 

after they get the patient to the hospital after an overdose, there is no one there to follow 

up. There is no counselor coming in and recommending intervention or help they can get 

or anything. Half the time they see them walking right back out the door and then bring 

them back in a couple hours later. Mr. Connors said I did schedule the meeting room for 

February 27, 2018 to hopefully get this committee up and running in the next month or so. 
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Mr. Irwin is going to be working with me on this.   

 

Southern Chester County Emergency Medical Services Report 

 Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed the Southern Chester County Emergency Medical 

Services Report. There were no questions from the Board.  

  

 Monthly Right-to-Know Report 

 Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed that there were three (3) Right-to-Know request for the 

month of January. There were no questions from the Board.  

   

IV.   HEARING 

 Mr. Scott-Harper open the hearing at 7:20 p.m. Mr. Battin presented Exhibit T1: 

Proof of Publication, Exhibit T2: Agricultural Security Area Application T3: Public 

notice Posting T4: Chester County Planning Commission review letter. Mr. Battin 

explained that this is just the next step in the process. Mr. Irwin asked, what does all this 

mean? R. Batting stated normally, you put your land in the Agricultural Security Area 

first. The Curland’s are just doing things a little backwards. Mr. Irwin stated, so they are 

just back filing to meet requirements. Mr. Battin responded, yes. Mr. Szakas asked, does 

this change the tax base for the property? Mr. Battin answered no. Mr. Szakas asked, 

does it ever go away once they are part of the Agricultural Security Area? Mr. Battin 

responded, no. 

 Mr. Szakas made a motion to close the hearing at 7:22 p.m., seconded by Mr. Zurl 

and approved by a vote of 5-0.  

 

V.  FIRST BUSINESS 

 Resolution No 696- Agricultural Security Area- Curland Property 

 Mr. Szakas made a motion to approve Resolution No. 696- Agricultural Security 

Area- Curland Property as presented, seconded by Mr. Connors and approved by a vote 

of 5-0. 

 

 Authorization for Trail Bid 

 Mr. Kinsey reviewed that he is asking for a motion allowing him to move the 

project forward and authorization to bid the preparation and paving of 1524 sq. yards of 

trails in Stonecroft and 1875 sq. yards of trails in London Croft. There is a possibility of 

doing the Stonecroft trails in house to save some money. Mr. Zurl made a motion to 

approve the authorization for trail bids, seconded by Mr. Szakas and approved by a vote 

of 5-0. 

 

 Zoning Ordinance Review Status 

 Mr. Battin reviewed the Zoning Ordinance Status and the next steps in the 

process. The Board has finalized their comments, so now it goes back to the Township 

Planning Commission to review their comments and then back to Chester County 

Planning Commission for review. They have 45 days to review and make comments and 

then it goes back in front of the Board to hold hearings with discussions.   
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Volunteer Services Real Property Tax Credit Program Approval of:  

 11 Volunteers at West Grove Fire Company and  

4 Volunteers at Avondale Fire Company 

 Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed the program and how they earn the tax credit. Mr. Zurl 

asked, who has the documentation to make sure that they are meeting the criteria? Mr. 

Battin responded, that he has the paperwork that is needed. Mr. Battin said, I know in the 

beginning there was some concerns on the amount of administrative time it was going to 

take with this unfortunately for the volunteers the burden was put back on them. They 

had to fill out most of the forms and for us its basically review and checking the tax 

parcel numbers and making sure they are actual home owners. Mr. Zurl said when we 

approved this ordinance last year I don’t remember it having to be approved annually. 

Mr. Battin said the list does because we are authorizing our tax collector to make a 

refund. There is two (2) ways that the volunteer may do this. They may subtract 20% off 

there tax bill and send it in that way or they may pay the full amount and be refunded the 

20%, therefore we have to authorize the tax collector to do this. This is for the current tax 

year 2018.   

Mr. Connors made a motion to approve the 11 volunteers at West Grove Fire 

Company and the 4 volunteers at Avondale Fire Company, seconded by Mr. Szakas and 

approved by a vote of 5-0. 

  

VI.  OLD BUISNESS 

 Old business was moved up to new business. (Zoning Ordinance Review Status)   

  

VII.  NEW BUISNESS 

 Authorization to apply for the Chester County 2018 Vision Partnership Grant 

for the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (SALDO) 

 Mr. Battin reviewed what this grant is and how it will help London Grove 

Township. Mr. Szakas asked, is there a certain amount London Grove Township must 

spend? Mr. Battin said the grant is split 80% them and 20% Township. There is a $50,000 

limit. This would cover out SALDO Ordinance revision. Mr. Scott-Harper stated that the 

state requires Townships to review this ordinance every ten (10) years. Once the Township 

changes their Zoning Ordinance they must change the SALDO to match.  

 Mr. Szakas made a motion to grant authorization to apply for the Chester County 

2018 Vision Partnership Grant, seconded by Mr. Irwin and approved by a vote of 5-0.  

  

 Intergovernmental Agreement- Avondale Borough, Water/Sewer 

 Mr. Scott-Harper reviewed that the London Grove Township Municipal Authority 

has already reviewed this agreement and is in favor of it. Mr. Zurl made a motion to 

approve the Intergovernmental Agreement between Avondale Borough, London Grove 

Township and London Grove Township Municipal Authority, seconded by Mr. Irwin and 

approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 

 Inniscrone Drive Motion to move forward 

 Mr. Kinsey reviewed that the Public Works Department has performed an 

engineering and traffic study to review placing a truck restriction on Inniscrone Drive 

between Inniscrone Drive and State Road and Clay Creek Road. The study did indicate 

that a truck restriction is warranted in accordance with the applicable regulations and 

standards. Mr. Connors made a motion to allow Mr. Battin to proceed with drafting an 
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ordinance to move forward with placing the truck restriction, seconded by Mr. Szakas and 

approved by a vote of 5-0.  

  

 Costars Salt Agreement 

 Mr. Connors made a motion to approve the Costars Salt Agreement, seconded by 

Mr. Zurl and approved by a vote of 5-0.  

 

 State Street Bridge 

Mr. Scott-Harper explained that he had asked Mr. Battin to draft a letter to the 

County Commissioners regarding the State Street Bridge that is located in the Borough of 

Avondale and the progress it is making. Mr. Battin handed out a draft of that letter. Mr. 

Scott-Harper asked the Board if they would be in favor of sending this letter. The Board 

agreed that it was a good idea and directed Mr. Battin to send the letter.   

 

VIII. LAND DEVELOPMENT 

PLANS: 

 

 Hittinger Subdivision Review & Processing Escrow Agreement 

 Mr. Zurl made a motion to approve the Review & Processing Escrow Agreement 

for the Hittinger Subdivision, seconded By Mr. Irwin and approved by a vote of 5-0. 

   

IX. EXTENSIONS- NO ACTION NEEDED 

Development Application  Date Received 90 Day Expiration 

Needham Farms Preliminary March 15, 2005 March 26, 2018 

Coventry Reserve Final Plan August 1, 2016 March 7, 2018 

Hy-tech Mushrooms Sketch July 12, 2017 April 4, 2018 

Kaolin Mushrooms Final Plan December 11, 2018 March 11, 2018 

Hittinger Subdivision Final Plan January 25, 2018 April 25, 2018 

 

  

X. PUBLIC COMMENT: (NON-ACTION ITEMS)  

 Mr. Scott-Harper announced that there would be a short executive session 

following the meeting.    

 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 A motion was made by Mr. Zurl to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m., seconded by 

Mr. Irwin and approved by a vote of 5-0. 

        

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Dawn Maciejczyk  

       Township Secretary 


