
 

 

Emergency Services Committee 

 Meeting Minutes 

May 2, 2018 

Attendees: 

Avondale Fire Company      West Grove Fire Company 
 Guy Swift – President      John Chambers-Deputy Chief 

Charlie Owens- Vice-President     Tom Glass- Past President 
        Justin Gattorno- Fire Chief 

SCCEMS       London Grove Township 
 Bob Hotchkiss- EMS Chief     Ken Battin-Manager  
         Robert Weer- Fire Marshal 
         Robert Doan-Resident 
 
          

1. The minutes from the last meeting were noted and considered acceptable. 
 

2. The committee was advised about a recent incident with the loss of water within the township. 
Chester Water Authority had an electric valve fail overnight on a weekend this month. One of 
the many concerns afterwards was the lack of fire protection during this period. So, in the 
future, CWA will continue to provide water for domestic purposes and the Municipal Authority 
will provide fire protection.  

 
3. The risk assessment process for the township was discussed. A form is used to rate a facility and 

then entered into a database. The priorities are given to risk of life and larger property loss. To 
this point the schools have been inspected and working on the commercial properties. The 
question was asked if the data was a good representation of risk and it was felt that it is 
appropriate. 
 

4. A Coordinated Fire attack document was present to the committee for their review. The 
document was in response to a recent article from an urban fire departments 8 steps for a fire 
attack. It was created to show a response in London Grove Township and a supporting 
document to the Standard of Response Cover. There was a conflict between the document and 
SORC with the number of personnel. The committee felt that the SORC was adopted and should 
be the guiding directive. One engine will be removed from the safe and effective response to 
represent 2 engines with four, a ladder with four, and an incident commander. It was the 
decision of the committee that these two documents should provide future decisions. 
 

5. Like the coordinated fire attack an EMS document will be developed to reflect response and 
decision regarding medical calls. It will include BLS and ALS responses, patient assessment and 
transport. This will be presented to the committee at the next meeting.   
 

6. The Strategic Planning Actions that were developed in the 2016 VFIS study were reviewed. This 
was part of the study that the supervisors approved and should be utilized to identify tasks that 
are completed or need to be completed. It was also an opportunity for the committee to 



 

 

determine if there were unnecessary or additional tasks that needed to be identified. The 
question was raised regarding the way that the township wants the tasks to be represented 
when completed. An example being update of SOG’s. It was determined that the township 
wants a document that identifies tasks that are completed and a date rather then the SOG’s. 
The township still wants a certificate of insurance attached to the annual contract, long range 
facilities and apparatus plans. The Strategic Planning Actions form will be updated.  
 

7. The topic of dual response was briefly discussed. It was felt the topic needs to remain on the 
agenda as a talking point or reference for future discussions 
 

8. The committee was updated on several development plans submitted to the township, Taco 
Bell, Landhope Farms, Yeatman Tract, Pettenaro, and Coventry Reserve.  
 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Robert Weer 


