
London Grove Township 
PRB Meeting Minutes 

Feb. 26 
 
Members present 
Laura Miller 
Toinette Neilson 
Audrey Reath 
Eric Schott 
 
Staff Present 
Mike Tome  
 
Recognition of Guests 
Kelsey Boyd-Natural Lands Trust (NLT) 
Karen Clancy-Natural Lands Trust 
Dr. Jeffrey Butler-Univ. of DE 
Steve Cottrell-Cottrell Consulting 
Steve Ritici-resident 
Cindy Losco-resident 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 
Agenda adopted with no additions 
Minutes of Jan. meeting were approved 
 
Park Report 
Mike Tome, representing the Public Works Dept. reported that the plastic hemispheric bubble 
was broken in the playhouse and it is difficult to replace. Tome suggested that the bubble might 
have to be removed and something else put it its place. Audrey mentioned that this might be 
the second time this has happened. Mike continued that the solar batteries in the latrine might 
have to be replaced at considerable cost. The solar cells power the lights, exhaust fan and air 
compressor fan. The dog park has been closed temporarily to protect the turf. When dry 
conditions return the dog park will be reopened. 
 
New Business 
#2 Purple Martin Project At the suggestion of our new chair, Laura Miller, the PRB went first to 
#2 of New Business. Dr. Butler made a proposal to the board about setting up a free-standing 
receiving station in the township. This radio transmitter would be similar to the one in Bucktoe 
Creek Preserve in Avondale. The purpose of the transmitter is to track the movement of Purple 
Martins (that would have been banded) to help determine their foraging habits and locales. The 
information gleaned from the tracking will help a species of bird that is under duress. Cottrell is 
assisting Butler in this endeavor. Both men explained the tower’s footprint and the ideal 
location for setup. The PRB expressed their enthusiastic approval for the venture and suggested 



that Butler and Cottrell meet with Tome and Shane Kinsey (Dir. Of Public Works) to pick out a 
suitable spot for the tower. 
 
#1 and #2 Old Business -NLT and Conceptual Park Plan Both Karen and Kelsey are attempting 
to help the PRB create some shelf ready projects for the park. The PRB has developed a list of 
goals that would serve, in a sense, as a third phase of park development and Karen and Kelsey 
are assisting us. Using Laura’s conceptual plan map they, along with the PRB, identified areas 
that NLT could provide expertise. At this point we are concentrating on riparian buffer 
maintenance, stream bank erosion, flowering meadow creation and meadow management. 
Kelsey and Karen will draw up a proposal that would ultimately allow them to provide technical 
assistance. Their work will be covered under a William Penn grant secured by NLT. 
 
Old Business 
#2 Vision and Mission Statement-With the help of the London Grove Township staff, the vision 
and mission statements of the LGTPRB have been combined in a graphic that emphasizes the 
fact that the PRB is engaged in a vision of Connecting Communities while providing Recreation, 
Education and Stewardship. Those concepts form a circular border around the mission 
statement which is “To care for, preserve and protect the Parks natural features while providing 
a place for the community to gather for recreation.” The vision and mission statement graphic 
was unanimously approved. 
 
New Business 
#3 and 4 Friends of Goddard Park and Park Cleanup Morning Activity-It was decided that the 
PRB will host a park cleanup on the morning of 3/28 from 8 to 10 am. A rain date will be 4/4. 
We will ask Dawn to advertise this on the website and Laura will also ask Dawn to send an email 
out to people who have expressed an interest in helping at the park. Laura has some names 
that she will forward to Dawn. At this point the work will deal mostly with trees.  
 
A short discussion also dealt with the status of the 501 C 3 now that it’s a new year with a new 
township solicitor. Fee in lieu will also be a topic for March. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:43. 
 
Next meeting will be Wednesday, March 18th at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Eric Schott 
 
 
 
 
 


