
August 17, 2022 

Parks and Recreation Committee  

Members present: 
Laura Miller 
Audrey Reith 
Tina Skinner 
John Bickhart 
Guests:  
Casey Groff (tree committee) 
Jim Ambrose (tree committee) 
Heide Harper (garden liason) 
 
Staff present: 
Robert Weer, Assistant Township Manager 
 

1. Call to order 7 pm 

2. Approval of agenda as presented 

3. No Guests present 

4. Approval of minutes (John said Casey wasn’t there on trail 

projects on page 2 – Just Robert, Shane, and John) 

5. Park Report 

Garden: Robert said someone asked about weed eating in the 

garden, and the workers were afraid of harming vegetables, and 

Shane said it was accidental neglect, but will be taken care of. 

Heide said grass clippings are wonderful for compost. The 

compost bins are overgrown, and if weed wacked the weeds 

could simply stay there in the bins and compost. John filled 

remaining garden bed using pile of dirt. Heide said the remaining 

dirt could be added to any of the beds. Two unused beds are also 

overgrown with weeds. 



Memo concerning Goddard Park Forest Management from 

Brandywine Urban Forest prepare an assessment of the park’s 

tree inventory at 12-foot diameter and above. Casey explained 

that a digital map of the forest would be prepared with click-able 

links to details on each tree.  

Financial Report: Audrey asked about four payments to Britton 

Industries, Robert said he would find out, but is sure it was for 

playground equipment. 

 

6. Old business 

Update on grants: Blosser property grant from Dockstetter, and 

two new trails County Parks and Rec Grant from trail extension 

from Salem Way to trails tying into Inniscrone and another 

connecting Goddard property to Blosser. 

Goddard Memorial Garden: no updates, still with township 

landscape architect Martha Strauss. Robert said she needs to 

create specs for materials, a plan with construction details for 

bidding. Discussion of history of land donation by the Goddard’s 

including latest general fund purchase of two acres and the 

Goddard House. 

Invasive Plant removal: Laura asking how this process can 

continue so it is not just hit or miss. Asked if someone could put 

together a plan for a yearly program. There was a vegetative plan 

that could be updated. Casey said he supports that. Laura talked 

about invasive vines in the meadows, too. Casey said a plan is 

needed to focus on certain areas would helpful. Casey said he will 

work with her and asked her timeframe/deadline. Laura 

suggested a meeting before the next meeting to discuss the plan 

and strategy. 



John Bickhart trail projects: He said he took a more critical look at 

his list of projects, and to create a gps tag of the proposed 

projects. Casey suggested identifying/naming all the trails would 

help with the forest restoration project. Casey asked about a 

budget, and the possibility of paying to have this done 

professionally. John suggested that Robert already has map and 

file. With some of the property in Open Space easement, Casey 

suggested Natural Lands Trust might do this for very little. 

Discussion about current maps and ways to update trail map. 

Casey suggested that the tree survey would provide an updated 

map. Regarding trail projects, the committee advised John to pick 

one project so we can write it up and put in a specific 

request/work order from the committee. 

 

7. New Business 

Volunteer Day: ideas to increase volunteer base using vinyl signs 

that announce “Third Saturday 9-11:30” event. Audrey suggested 

putting them inside the garden so they can’t be taken. Laura 

suggested putting money into the budget for next year for 

signage. Budget request for social media, banner signs and T-

shirts. 

Budget for 2023: Last year (2022) requested $20,000 for 

Memorial Garden, $3,000 for maintenance, event and doggie bag 

budgets not approved, consultation fee for $2,500 approved, and 

promotional materials for $500 approved (T-shirts) but not used. 

So prices are needed. Laura suggested a sign 10-12 feet long 

recruiting volunteers. Casey said he would work on a banner. 

Audrey said she will look into prices for volunteer T-shirts. Laura 

will request the same for Memorial Garden next year, $2,500 for 



volunteer recruitment/social media; $2,500 for Consultation fees; 

$1,000 for vegetable garden maintenance. 

 

Community Day: go to Nextdoor for list of businesses, BOS 

member on committee, make my own email address 

 

New Board Member: Three guests invited to consider 

appointment. Casey volunteered, but advised we keep our 

options open. 

 

8. Adjournment: 8:50 pm 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


